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Smiley’s Ice Cream Set to Open in Bridgewater 
 We are excited to announce that Smiley’s Ice Cream is 
coming to Bridgewater!  Smiley’s recently purchased 
property on the corner of Dinkel Avenue and Don Litten 
Parkway.  Governor Ralph Northam said that the Smiley’s 
expansion will source an additional 18,000 gallons of 
Virginia-produced dairy and an additional 2,500 pounds of 
Virginia-grown fruits over the next three years.  “We are 
delighted to support this expansion by Smiley’s Ice Cream, 
a business that has found its sweet spot by bringing 
together entrepreneurship, Virginia-grown ingredients, and 
agri-tourism in the Shenandoah Valley.”  

 Smiley’s Ice Cream has become a popular sweet spot 
for more than just local residents, winning Virginia 
Living’s Best of Virginia 2020 Reader’s Survey as one of the 
best ice cream stores in all of Virginia.  Smiley’s is owned by Derek Smiley, a 2004 graduate of Bridgewater 
College.  He started selling ice cream in 2001 while still a BC student and continued to grow his business after 
college. 

 Keep your eyes open for development to begin at the Don Litten Parkway site in the near future. 

Got a Question?  Call B-Connected - 908-4212 

COVID-19 Vaccines  
 Currently, the Virginia Department of Health is administering vaccinations to “Phase 1(b)” of the population. 

If you fall into Phase 1(b), you 
can determine your next steps 
at www.vdh.virginia.gov 

We encourage you to check out 
the next steps with VDH and sign 
up for their updates. We will 
continue to update residents with 
any changes in the possibility of 
hosting a vaccination site in 
Bridgewater.  

 If you live in Rockingham County and meet the age range and requirement for the vaccination and do not 
have an email address, you may contact the Rockingham County Department of Fire Rescue at (540) 564-3175, 
Monday through Friday between 8-5 and staff will assist you in signing up for a future vaccination.   

This snow-covered lot will soon be home to Smiley’s  

https://tinyurl.com/CS-VDH-COVID
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Sandy Bottom Recycle Center 
 Residents can bring their own, pre-sorted, recyclable 
materials to the new Recycle Center at Sandy Bottom 
Park. Residents will need to present a proof of residency 
(B-Rec card or Driver’s License).  Then the items will 
need to be placed into the appropriately labeled 
container. A staff member will be on site to provide 
assistance.  

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center Hours of Operation: 

 Wednesday-Friday:  

 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 Saturday:   
 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Materials accepted in marked bins: 

 #1 and #2 Plastics   

 Aluminum beverage cans 

 Plastic bags and printer 
cartridges 

 Computer hard drives, SSD’s flash drive, phones 
and chipped credit cards (HIPAA compliant 
destruction) 

 Steel and bi-metal cans 
 Office paper (Shredded or White)  
 Cardboard, newspaper, and magazines 

 Paper Shredding 

Coming March 1 - Glass Recycling! 

 Please call B-Connected at 908-4212 if you have any 
questions. 

For reservation information, 
please visit bridgewater.town  

 Free B-Rec tickets are available for any skate 
session time by presenting B-Rec cards in person 
at Generations Park.  Plan ahead and get your 
tickets early!   

 Last day of ice skating is March 7! 
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Core Principles, Part 5 

This is the last in our series on our five core 
principles, and it is my third attempt at writing 
it.  The fifth principle is, “Have fun!  If you’re not 
having fun, you’re doing something wrong.”  The 
trouble is that, in the context of the last 12 months, 
the principle seems naïve.  The global pandemic has 
infected our little corner of the world not only with a 
virus, but also with a palpable stress level. 

The stress comes in several forms: 

•    Physical stress (such as being sick or just  
being run ragged), 

•    Mental stress (such as worrying about loved 
ones’ health or about how essential tasks will 
be performed), and 

•    Logistical and economic stress (such as how 
to perform large-item collection with most 
of our crew on leave). 

The stress affects us, and it certainly affects most 
of you as well.  We can hear it in your voices when 
you call.  It won’t last forever, but for now, we are all 
carrying some extra burdens. 

So are we still supposed to be having fun?  Heck 
yeah!  To be sure, some of our usual puckishness has 
been missing lately (though I did appreciate the 
skeleton in my desk chair).  But seriousness-of-
purpose need not preclude fun.  In our little corner 
of the Shenandoah Valley, we have just about the 
most important job there is:  making your lives 
better.  Although the responsibility is huge, it really is 
fun to make a difference. 

 When we manage to pick up large items with 
half a crew, that’s fun.  (Thanks, Dayton.)  When we 
can improve the Recycle Center in a pandemic, that’s 
fun.  (Spoiler alert:  glass recycling is coming March 
1!)  And when we get to look forward to better times 
by planning Sipe Center’s second season, that is really 
fun.  (Watch your mail.) 

 For the moment, then, our mantra is “serious 
fun.”  It is indeed fun to have such important work 
to do.  As always, let us know how we’re doing. 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

“In our little corner of the Shenandoah Valley, we 
have just about the most important job there 

is:  making your lives better.” 
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Municipal Calendar 

February 9 ............... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 
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Follow Up:  Gen Oak Connector 

 We continue to make progress on the Gen Oak 
Connector.  Our engineer has completed engineering 
and design work for the project.  As a refresher, the 
Gen Oak Connector will improve pedestrian safety by 
installing a sidewalk and shared-use path between 
Generations Park and Oakdale Park.   

 Any time federal funds are involved, there are 
some hoops to jump through.  But, in the next few 
months, we’ll begin work to acquire some easements 
that we need so that we can begin construction in 
2022.   

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Local 
Postal Customer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for our 2021 
Performance Guide in 
mailboxes this month! 

 

 

In the meantime... 

 

 
Host a Private Event  

 at Sipe Center! 

 
For more information,  

please visit sipecenter.com  
or call at 908-4208 

Upcoming Events 

April 2 (Weather permitting) .... Mini-Golf & Par-3 Open 

Gen Oak will connect Generations & Oakdale Parks  


